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Dear Parents,  
Now that we all work remotely 
I hope you will find our half 
termly newsletter helpful.  Can 
I congratulate all students and 
parents new to Skype on 
developing your skills-whether 
as adult IT natives or IT 
immigrants you have given 
your child a new confidence 
and independence.  Many of 
our students will ultimately use 
laptops for their GCSE exams, 
and some will use speech to 
text software and it is never 
too early to gain confidence 
with these skills.  
 
Teamwork: We continue to 
work closely as tutors and 
have a fortnightly group 
training session using Skype.  
To date we have spent time 
developing our skills with the 
Edward De Bono thinking skills 
programme, looking at 
enhanced use of the tools 
within PDF papers, so that we 
can improve your child’s 
teaching experience, keeping 
ourselves up-to-date with 
changes to the Key Stage 2 
SATs and GCSE chnages and 
ensuring we are getting the 
most out of Nessy online and 
Units of Sound.  
 
Advice: When we were at the 
Centre parents often popped in 
to chat to me for advice on 
school related matters: 
homework issues, GCSE option 
choices, applying for an EHCP 
etc. I am still always available 

to you for this.  Our phone 
number remains the same 
01787 280733, and if you 
leave a message I can call you 
to arrange a suitable time to 
chat by phone or Skype.   
 
Tech tips: we are trying to 
ensure we reduce your printing 
to a minimum. Make sure your 
printer setting is on ‘black and 
white draft’ to save costs on 
cartridges. Your child can look 
at the colour copy on screen.  
Of course if you wish to print 
board games in colour so you 
can play them with your child 
in the holiday please do so.  
 
Research: You may have read 
recently in your newspaper, or 
seen on TV the new discovery 
of the difference found in the 
eyes of people with dyslexia. 
http://www.independent.co.uk
/news/science/dyslexia-
treatment-eye-receptors-
physiological-france-scientists-
cells-a8006491.html  
 
 It is always encouraging when 
researchers can suggest 
reasons why children may: 
jump lines, reverse words, 
letters or numbers and read 
more slowly than their peers. 
But all articles on new 
discoveries need treated with 
scientific caution as well as 
excitement. Whilst this 
discovery helps to answer 
some of the behaviours we 
see, and may offer some 
helpful intervention 
‘treatment’, it does not 
account for other core 
differences we see in students 
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with dyslexia: processing 
speed, working memory and 
phonological differences. So 
yes to more research-but as 
teachers we must continue 
with tried and tested 
techniques-a structured 
cumulative, multi sensory 
individualised teaching session 
that builds on students’ 
strengths whilst supporting 
and understanding their 
underlying cognitive 
differences.   
 
Key Stage 2 SAT dates: 
(So you can plan ahead)  
 
Key stage 2 
Date Activity 

Monday 14 
May 

English 
grammar, 
punctuation 
and spelling 
papers 1 and 
2 

Tuesday 15 
May 

English 
reading 

Wednesday 
16 May 

Mathematics 
papers 1 and 
2 

Thursday 
17 May 

Mathematics 
paper 3 

 
Our term dates: As usual we 
continue to teach for 34 weeks 
of the year. This was a 
deliberate decision, taking into 
account how hard students 
with Specific Learning 
Difficulties have to work at 
school and how tired they 
become by the end of term. 
Our term finishes this year on 
Saturday 9th December. You 
can download a copy of the 
timetable on our site  

https://www.brainwavesintern
ational.online/term-dates   
 
Christmas stocking fillers:  
If you are looking for some fun 
but educational stocking fillers 
for this Christmas you may 
find the Happy Puzzle 
Company a useful site to visit. 
The home page can guide you 
to choosing suitable games for 
all the family.  However, the 
company was originally set up 
by an Educational Psychologist 
specialising in dyslexia, 
dyspraxia and ADHD and if you 
click on the link below it will 
guide you to suitable fun 
games targeting specific skills. 
All of the games the children 
played with in the Centre were 
bought from the Happy Puzzle 
Company. 
https://www.happypuzzle.co.u
k/categories/puzzles-for-
special-needs.aspx  
 
Please let me know if you have 
any events or shared 
knowledge you would like to 
put in the next newsletter, to 
help other parents. Having a 
child with a SpLD takes time, 
patience and much love.  
 
You can contact Sue and tutors 
using our new email 
addresses: 
 
jane@brainwavesinternational.online 
Nicolal@brainwavesinternational.online  
sam@brainwavesinternational.onlie 
diane@brainwavesinternatioanl.online 
sue@brainwavesinternational.online  
 
Regards 
 


